Transient acute severe aortic regurgitation complicating balloon aortic valvuloplasty.
Transient, acute severe aortic regurgitation documented by hemodynamic and Doppler-echocardiographic assessment was observed in an elderly woman immediately following balloon aortic valvuloplasty for critical aortic stenosis. Aortic regurgitation responded to medical therapy and resolved within 24 hr. Potential mechanisms are discussed. We suspect that an oversized balloon to aortic ring area stretched the annulus, separating the valve cusps and resulting in severe regurgitation, which rapidly normalized.